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The Expertences of Gods gracious ' 
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Rom my Child-hood the Lerd hath inclined 
: my heart to ſeek afcer the beſt things, and my 
TFahcrs chicfeſt carc was, to bring me up in the 
| jprure and admonicion of the Lor&& my narure . 
being ſomewhat more mild chan che reft of my 

Siſters, I was teady to think my ſclt ſome body» 
and wich the proud Phariſee, to thank God tharT_ 
vas not as others, not conſidering that T was buts; 
> Bike a VVolt chained up, which keeys its 9&ture® 
—till, *as I by the goodneſs of God have ſeen, ſince - 
- The Lord was pleaſed to lay his eye-ſalve upoB me. © 
FE was 2 great lover of Hiſtories, and other foolifh; 
$Bogks, and did often ſpend my fleepirig-rime in 
[Feading of them, and ſometimes 7. ſhould think 
BL did nor do well in ſo doing, bur I wes fo be» 
nircched by them, thar'l could noxforbear-; and. 
hearing of a friend of mine, which was eftcemed __ 
$#-very holy waman, thar did delighr-in;Mſories, 


then concluded ic was no fin, aud gave iy ſelf 


wholly then ro this kird of folly, "MThed 
any ſpare time, for rwo 6r*chren one” har 


Womerimes flight rhoughrs of RepenWeh;” 


Ppth to ſer aboar it, and ſo 1 ſhould pur 
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| Supper, aad [ was very wiliing co it, gnrtii [ cont} 
| dered-wiat was requiſire to be in chaſe which dig 


is ee een ee wa - ad was. ere. 6 


07 from crime torime with delays, thinking (till E 
(hould find 2 ficcer cime chen che preſear. Iremenys 


| had nt choſe chings which were requiſice wroug 
' tn m2, as Rao wledgerFaich, Love,Repenrance, G9; 


| faith is fin; when I had conſidered thoſe things 
' Was fijled wich ſorrow, and could noc tell what «© 
fg, [:;was loth codiſobey my Father, and more loch 


| 4c I ſer my ſelf ro ſeek the Lord for his gracg- 


going to the Miaifter ofche Pariſh co be examine" f 
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wo 
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bec 2>3ut a Monch before { was married, my Fache 
would have me: receive the Sacrameac of the Lords 


pariake thereof, and chen I begaa co doubt that 


aad then this Scrip:ure came intro my mind, H: the 
dabteth is damned if he eat, fir whatſoevor is not of 


$2 cacand drink my own damnacion ; 1n this perf 

eing ac that crime ſomewhat ſeaſi»le of che wan 
of ic; when I had .hus done, | began co be comfay 
red, verily chinking, char now [ had repenred, ang 
could believe in Chriſt Jeſus 2 and having fom( 
national knowledge of cungs, 1 was indifferenth; 
well ſacisfied, thinking chat when I was married, ] } 
ſhou'd have more leiſure ro ſerve Sod ; 1nd chef þ 
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efore I was admicred, an1 finding my ſelf able 
anſwer him I choughr all was well wich. me rhen, F- 
fo unworthy I went to the Lords Ta\le.no que 
oning but charl was in as g20d a condition as aft. - 
of che reſt which did receive. Bur bleſſed for em. . 
be the Lord which broke my falſe confidence, a 
(wept away my refuge of Lyes, which Ichen cruk. 
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s ed in, and ſhewed ne niy ſad cendition I was in: 
E by nature & praRtice.more cleaily than ever before; 
i and ihjs was about a quarres of a year after 1 was 
1} married, in the year, 1657. the Niniſter being u- 
4 pon this iubjeR. Prov.1,23 Turn ye at my Teprovf (Oc. 
| being upcn the vſe ©! r7121, wherker i8deed we kad 
: vere d ic Gog or ro? he bid us examine cur ſelves 
>. by fome marFs which he then pave, and jt Was at 
} this time thar God die begin to mariteft his love to 
ſ- me, as I rruſ}, in my effc@val vocatir n; here the 
| Lore was pleaſed to'oper my heert, as he did the 
i& heart of Lya7a, io that 1 atiended to the thivgt that: 
tt were ſpoken, 1c that I perceived my keart was not 
rf right in the ſight of God, and that my hope was but 
g- like thas of the Hypocrite which perzſhert; wher I 
nf came home 1 beſcughr the Lord to turn me i! 1 were 
. bor yet turned tokim, but yer I had nor that tho» 
' row ſenſe of fin, as Thed afrerwards : Abcur thre 
weeks aſter, the Miniſter coming to our kewſe, my 
1 Husbard and I was ſpeaking that we would defire 
him co pray with vs in our Chamber, bur that time 
| he could ror ſlay, the next day he came and azked 
. for me, relliz:g me that my Hesband cold bim char I 
- would ſpeak with him. O how was I ſurprized! Þ 
f- could nor tel] what co ſay upon rhe ſudden. I vas 
ſo hurried in my thoughts, O how Joth was 7 to acz 
F- - quaint him with my ſad ſlate? Twas aſhamed to tell 
8 him ther I was yer aficavger to Gcd f& allgoodnels, 
till it was forced from me,which whe n ke heard tie 
Rk did ror go zbout to comfort me, tut he azked me ? 
4ever I was convitcd before ? and I told him yet 
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| and he repeated the ab = che 29, Chapter of: 

| the Proverbs, He that being often reproved; hardenetlf © 

| his nech, fhail juddenly be deflrozed, and thet without 
| remedy : when Theard this F:was wonderfully trou” 

| bled; rhen there came-many fins ro my remember- 

| ance,which [ had raken no notice of before, count-: 

| Ivg them (mall fins ; tow the rime which was ſpent! 

| tnreading Hiſtories, i remembred with bitter grief,, 

and 1 choughr thar chere was vo mercy for me, but 

' he perſwaded me there was hope of mercy for ſuch- 

; as I, and that the Lord waited robe gracious to 

: poor finners, and then I was a little ſatisfied for 

' the preſent; butrhen1 wasrroubled wi h blaſphe- 

' mous thoughts, which were very grieyous to me, [ 

_ thought I had a heart worſe rhen che Devil, and; 

, wendered thar | was not conſumed in ſome ftrange; 

' manner; when I have ſeen a Spider, which of all, 

; things is moſt luarhſome to me, | have been ready} 

: to wiſh my ſelf ſuch a ane,eſteeminpg vt it co be 187” 

' '@ far happier condicien.chan 1 was ; | was atrald coi 

' be inthe dark,leſt I ſhould meer the devil; I doubc-/ 

; £d whether 1 was elected, Thad reag, that | way 

' not of bim that willeth.wr him that runuerh,but of God) 

; that ſheweth mercy: Then Ithought !i 1 were noc e4] 

' : Jetedzix was to no purpoſe ro ſtrive, tor wizt God? 

' hath dfcreed muſt be, bur yer I was unwilltag to: 

(perth... Tcould nor be fo ſatisfied, although I had. 

Dare licefefiope to ob:ain mercy, yer I could not but 

Fask ic. was alſo very frequent in hearing the Word 

_ preached and read, not daring to let flip an oppor, 

| cunity, bur not without many ccars, left it ſhoul; 
; Increa 
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|. 1n my eye, thatT mighe when Tlooked upon them 


- increaſe'my condemnation : is this condition Irewi 
; mained a great while, bur pot withour ſome ſecreg: 
: ſupports from F Lord, ſometimes by a word caſt in 
> upon fly ſpirit, ſometimes IT was refrefhed 1 could. 
' Rot tell how, but 1] ſhoft]d be ready to think this was 
* adelufion; Iremember the Scriptures were theſe, 
i Iſa. 50. To. Who is among you that feareth the Lord that 
- obeys the woice of his Servant, that walks in darkneſss' 
: and hath no light. let him truft in the name of the Lorg, 
and ſtay upen his Ge2: Joh. 15. 16. Te have not chofſem 
me,but I have choſen you and ordained you that ye ſheuld. 
go ard bring forth much fruit, and that your fruit ſheuld 
remain, Exc. Lam. 3.25, The Lord is geod unto th 
ſoul that waits for him, ard to then that ſeeh him 
1d; 71 7s good that a man ſhuuld both hope and quietly wait 
2e, for the Salvation of the Lord, @&'c. Theſe words did 
' ſupport me very much, therefore] write them our 
and laid them in my Cloſer, that they might ſtill be 


of be Ipcouraged to hope in and wair vpcn the Lord 
-.; but theſe coforts were but tranſienr, bur yet while 
they laſted they were very ſweet ſupports, but wE.E 
gonel fell ro doubring, thinking all was deluſions 
and thus I diſhonoured Gnd by my unbelief ; 
doubted much of my ſincerity,ofren ſaying I was at 
hypecrice, bur if at any time I was asked in what } 
was one,[ cou{d not tel};bvr had this Scripture very 
Otren in my mind: There is a way which ſeemeth right 
unto a man, but the ens thereof is dearh? And for 
thuught I was but ſeemingly right, and theref-o 
— muft needs periſh; & in this condition I contir ve 
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| cre time ti} Theerd chat a hypocrite ſeldome a; 
| never doubred his condition, and that jt was a ſign, 
| of fincerity, to defire 2 (incere heart; and this1. c 
| Eurft not deny, knowjog that] did defire 1 ir racher; 
|| then thee whole world, 
| Thus being hetrer facisfied,] reſolved ro ſet about! / 
my duty, butal! this while I did not ſer ſuch a high* } 
' price upop the Lord Jeſus as I ſhou!d, bur fill” | 
| thought char T muſt do ſome thing co merit ſalva-: 
| efon, not daring to venture my {oul with all its con»; 
{| reryments upon Chriſt,theretore 7 ſhould rye my 
' felf ro pray iix times a day, and rhen I ſhould be- 
: farisfied, and think all was well with me them: 
"bar if 7arany gxme failed of my number, then 7 
was dis-ſarisfied, and ſo in other duties ; ſo that 
'my comforts did not flow from the blood and righ- 
zeouſnels of Jelus, bur from my own durtjes z but 
' bleffed be the Lord, who likewiſe ſhook this-foun- | 
| dation, even becauſe he had 2 favour to me: for |. 
\ þeing i in diſcourſe with a friend, he dcfircd me to. 
:tead Sh-phards fricere Convert ; which I did ; ; ard | 
here didiſceas tv 2 glals my folly, for there were | 
\figns givea whereby 7 might try my ſelf, whecher I | 
[fig reſt io Dares. One, I remember was this, 
I never ſaw | refled in Duties, then it was a jure © 
i Fen that T then did; anorher was this, If I priz-d the + 
(have performance of duties ſo, ns to think when 1 had | 
(razed with ſome life, that 1 had done very well 3 and x 
b at, - Tf I few but litile of my wile heart by Dutter, : 
en it was a ſign I refled in them, and that I was yet | 
the way ts Hcl, though in the clearlieft way, and } 
| : ſhould 


Eh (9) "= 
Of; ſheuld certainls periſh if 1 veſted here, Now this I 
py, plainly ſaw was my condirion, buc how to per our. 
SI. of ic 1 knew not, for now [ was 11 a worſe conditi- 
er: on than at the beginring, finding it abundantly 
* more hard to deny rig};tcous fe'f than ſinful ſelf: I: 
ut! chought it wonderful ſtrange, chat I muſt be ſaved? 
ph” by the righteouſneſs of another, if ever | were ſav- 
L{” ed; O this my proud heart was unwiiling to yeeld 
2-'- to, and yet | was very defirous of falvaii-n : Bur 
n-' when the Lord had led me into my ownhearr, and 
1y ſhewed me the viienets of rhar more, and that if 
De the Lord ſhould leave me to my ſelf, I ſhould come: 
): mir all kind of fin, and rhac w'th greedineſs, ſuck: 
| was the vileneſs of my nature, and that if ir were 
+ poſlible I ſhould now live holy, yer 1 could ner 
1- ſatisfie che juſtice of God for what was paſt, chere- 
1t fore [reſolved cocaſt my ſelf upon Chiify Jeſus thas 
g- { ſure feunderion, which God had laid and port mans 
Ir {. and if ] periſhed, to periſh here, bur mech oppoſitÞ 
0, ondid 7 mect with from Satan & my own heart, be- 
fore I conld really de it,1 could ical co the trurh of 
( | char ſcriprure, Eph.1.16. That G'd did put forth bis 
I | mighty power,when a ſoul was made to believe : bar yet 
I was not at Quiet, bur had many fears 8& doubrs yp 
all was falſe, becauſe I had been (o often decel- 
ved, and now TI began to ſee mine own vilenefs 
mare than ever, and found my heart ran our to the 
Lord Jeſus in love, but deubred very muct'of h 
love ro me, yet ſometimes I ſhould bave ſome per« 
ſwafions of my intereſt in Chriſt, & rhar his love! 
| was towards me ; and whilft this perſwaſton laſted 
I ſhould 
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1fhould be very LE and ve 1eady to think + 
CI ſhould never be moved, as David did :but when, 
| God 1d his face,I was troubled and fell ro doubt-:* 
q ing a!i again not having learned that heavenly $kill 
| of Itving by Faiti., but yer I did nor wholly caſt off - : 
my copfidence, but had ſome pin hole ot hope tn, 
the worſt condition. Iremember che conſideration' 
'of this ſcripture, Jon 3. $. He that is bers of God + 

1 doth not commi? ſin, filled me w many fcars knowing. | 
#how apt I was to commir fin, norwithſtanding . 
my {riving againft it; butalintle while after I was | 
; farisfi:d, underNanding the place better, þ it was * 
* Not mcant of tins | infirmicy, bur oi making ſins : 
.,ones trade, &c, and this was / confident I did nor, : 
. bur rather rrembled at the thoughts of ir 3 bur 

When this wa: over, Saran and my own uabelieving. 
heart will ii] be preſenting ſonierhivg whereby | 
..to occaſion doubts, fo that for the ſpace of ore year”: 
:\and 2 halt, 1 had ſcarcely any erties peace. now & | 
- they 2 £00d + ord throwntn which weu'd revive | 
;|me for the preſent, vut the comtorr would be ſoon 
;4gone, 35 Exch 365. 26. Arew heart will T give, (F a 
"new ſpirit will T put in you, and | will take away the | 
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| ſtony heart out of vour fl:ſh, and T will give you a heart | 
(of f:/b,and 1 will put my ſpirit within you, and can'e you * 
io walk-in my Ratutes, (5c. This promiſe I ſhould 
ofcen plead with God very ſenfivly and with much 
confidence: anorher was Foin th. 25. | am the re- 

| urrefion and the life. he that believerh on m2, though 

emer dead yet ſhould bz live: And whojreurr liverb 

and believetb in me ſhall never die. This I regzember | 
4 ; WAS ( 
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"was very {weet to me; once when I was in great 
"fear leſt my heart ſhouls grow dead, & when Iſwas? 
* with Child I was much dejeAcd, having a ſence of 
g my approaching danger, and wanting an aſſurance 
- of -ny everlaſting happineſs 3 bur whilſt Twas con- 
a, fidering of theſe chings, I had .thjs Scriprure (et} 
DB | ame with abundance of {weetneis, Pſalm. 50. 15. ] 
> - call upon me inthe day of trouble, and I will deliver] 
8. thee, and rh ſhalt glorifiz me. and in the crime of my4 
B&B. extremity emis word was ſer home upon my heargy 
as again, and my good Gad made me to experiend | 
' the truth of ic in a wonderfull manner, for I haj | 
5 ſpeedy deliverance beyond my expacarion, whiclf 
7 flled mv hearr and mourh with praiſes 7othe Lord: 
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It abou: three days after a friend coming ro viſit me 
6 | Irclated ro her Fow good the Lord had been unte 
Y ' me,& how ſweerly my heart was eftabliſhed,bur nd 
ſoover was my friend gone, bur I was tempred rt 
think m\ faich was falie, bur Tlabored what 1 coule 
ro encourage my ſeif in the Lord my God, |} 
Bar as I lay ia my hed, Ithqughcl (aw three met 
before me. and it was preſently ſuggeſted ro me F 
theſe were tre three perſons inthe Trinity ; Otheh 
I was very much troubled, bu: I knew I was und 
2 cempcarion, and therefore cryed to che Lord iq 
help, bur was nor preſencly delivered from it; buy 
had chis Scripture brought tro my mind, Noman {bl 
fee myface and live, Exod. 33. v0. Eur not beim: 
yer freedsl began ro conſider what | had heard anf 
read as means to help againſt ſuch remprarions, & 
laft lIremembred, that Mr Bolton in his Book of 19] 
| tcuRion: 
N 6 
by Eon ÞY TOS DT EE” if 
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StroRions for the'righr coratorting of afff1&ed DP 
icnces, gave this dire&ion. afrcr the party had n 
Epra: ed for lcIp again} che Temptcr,arg doric *hat e 
ey could in repeilirg tim by che Word of God, q 
at if they were yet foll-wed by Satan, that then i 
they ſhou'd ſcr abc ur owe honefi imployment; but: : 
| lnow | way 1n Bcd, ard knew not what to ſet abow 1 
|Efor the preſent, ar laft I refolved rovry ro tackle, ; 
1 4mv Child, which T did, ard ther liy dowr: again, * 
Hard fund chat T was pretty well freed frem that: 
{em ptation, and firding my ſelf much difiempered; 
2 my head. Idefiredthe Lord rc give me refit, and 
nr above ro compoſe my ſelf to flee p; bur as Tay 
4C Eehoughr Saran ſtood before me, a:king where I; 
-Opuld find a promiſe for ſleep, at prefenc 1 could; 
i vt think ofany, bur after ſome Nudy this was] 
0 rovght 1 into'my mind, The Lord wil! give his beloved 
Weep ; this word comforted me, bur yerl could not] 
{] chat night ger any ſleep, bur fiill thought 1 faw 
't, ran laughing ar me,becauſe 1 had ro fleep,and yer! 
\ ufted in his word; thus all the night 7 continued ; 
Freak tn body and comfortleis inmind,fo thar in the ; 
"in jhorning | expeRed noch irg bur death,then begin- 
| Ing ro tink more ſcriouſly of my change, Satan as 1 * 
n thought asked me where was my affurance of 
. Feverlatiivg happineſs ; at this 1 was very much : 
jo outiee, knowing T had nor full afſurance,bur yet ; 
[e good hope through the goodnes of God I had, ! 
ſthe prefore my heart made anſwer; it is trve I] have 
) affurance, bur Thave caft my ſelf wholly upon 5 
ard Chriſt, and in him only 1s my hope,and wil 
Wil ; 
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-wi'l | reſt,an4 if I periſh 1 periſh, bur ſure Tam fucky 
on ſhall nor periſh, tor Ciari't harch promiied cne n eregs 
Þad nallite. Tous >cing aibiſted by the Lord, [ vanquiſhs 
hat: ed Sacan for rhatiume; and being thus ac peace, [ 
rod,; quickly feli aſleep,aad dreamed here was 4 Ladde 


/ ad I cihoughc { was cog» up char Lidder inco hea= 
ven, and ciatas falt as | gor up I was pulled dow! 
. again, which cauied me to ſhed abundance of rearY 
* fearing char 1 ſhould never ger up,-and I rhoughi 
 ſom=ching from ayove drew me by the arms, bur 
- couid nac fee whar, bur ac laſt | choughe I was If 
| heaven, where ajl cears were wiped from mine eye 


+ there a lizile while, | choaghc | was eo go back ag 
; to cne earth, and this very much croubigd me : by 
then thought I heard a voice iaying,;Jft would } 
- bur fo: alircle while, and char I ſhould die in Child 

' bed, and ihac the night before I dyed I ſhould hay 


tec up01 che carth, waoſe iop reached.to heavens 


& I was filled wich rejoycing, bac wnen [ had be 


full a:{urance ;z his very much rejovced me, ( & 
was very defirous to know of waat child 1ſhouſ: 
dye,bur that was denied me,upon this account;hgs 
cauſe I ſhould ve aiways prepared, bur when 1 if? 
awake ( was filled with an expceſlible joy,carnef ; 
longing to be difſ>ived &.70 be w Carift which wi; 
beſt of all. & yer willing it che Lord pleaſed ro ſuf 
any chiag which mignr be inflated oreme.. The 
re-nen-ed ho v Sacan, when | was 2bowe to turns; 
G34, woald preſcar the (uff-rings of Gods peu 
to me,rhinking by 4 meaas rorurn me back ai 
& ho w I ſhould be diicvuraged by.them, bur-be$ 
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med with the joys w $pirit I thought I coul{Ra1 
Haftcr any thin g,nor wondering. as | had done,howſha 
EF Saints of old could bear up fo bravely under thethptt 
Fluffcriogs. Bur afterl began ro amend, my joys wereJLo 
Dot ſo tull, as chey had been, bur had a more ſet-fwl 
Hed peace than formerly I had, bleiſed be che l.ordjFev 
I had many yariovs changes in my ipiritual ſtate butFSc 
ence having a great ſenſe 6f a hard heart,and be-jw 
ing defirous to have ic molified, I was tempred rog 
do-ſome great evil, as the only means to break me; j$- 
and char ic might be the readier emertain'd, Saran jw 
ar it inte my heart ro confider the condition ef i I 
fa hanielBitet, whoſe heart was unbroken till the (ct 
Dmmilſſion of rhar horrid fin of murder, and rhen ;&! 
Nis greac evil brought him co a ſighr and ſenſe of ;W 
1 fin: chis rempcacion was very ſtrong upon me; I 
ue yer ftronger war he that was with me, than he ile 
hat was againſt me; for at rhat very inſtanc did {1 
he Lord caſt inro my heart thac happy word, Rom, {i 
'2 Let us do evil that good may come,whoſe damnation JC 
eft, This word proved a happy means torepel | 
be temptation; bur yer this mercy 7 had forger, /4 
che Lord reviv..d ir upon my heart, almoſt rwo {| 
ars afrer as I was readivg rhe Chapter. 
dAnrd fince my Child was weaned, I was inſuch a ia 
te of deadnefs and darkneſs, that I theughr if 1 [| 
Is ever raiſcd out of it | ſhon}d never queſtion my | 
dition again; T was rempred co think rhat the | 
4 prucre was not the word ot God ? T had ler our E 
y affeRion ina wondertal meaſure to my Child, ff 
$ yer my Lord forſook me nor, bur diſpelled my '.« 
=. darkneſs | 


| ; « me £ <H 2 
uldharkneſs, and filled me wich cejoycing ; O Wa 
OWfhail [ render to him? Afcer this [ grew inco.an' 
chprher damp, and was raiſed again, and TI cruſt che © 
rejLord will keep me notwithſtanding all the miſt 
:t-fwhich ſhall bs raiſed in my heart hy fin and Saran, 
difeven by bis power through faith unto Salvation. Theſe 
utfScriprures revived me ar ſeveral cimes; when [I 
e-{was in heavineſs for want of the preſence of God . 
rodat che Ordinance of the Lords Sunper, Prov. 8, - 
63134. Bleſſed are they that watch daily ar ny gates, * 
n {waiting at the poſts ef my d16r, Mat. 20 T5. Is it not © 
f / Jawfull for me ts do what 7will with my 2wn. This | 
< ' cheeked me and made me wilitng ro wait atthar | 

'time ; Bur this 15 my comfocr,God is unchangeable - 
f who Iccuſt wil carry me th ough all che difficulries : 
2 {T ſhall meer with here below, and I cruft will ere | 
 \long bring me to the enjoyment of himſelf, pay 
. {7 hall be paſt finaing and ſorrowing. And as. 

{further reſtimony of my intereſt in Chrift, by che 
; 1effeRs of my Faith Ihave theſe Lvidences. 
| | Firft, My love to God, which is greater then to# 
any ching i in the werld beſides, and my God hath 3 
{lefr i upon record, that he loves them that love 
him, Prov. 8. 17, I know my Jove is nor ſa great: 
{a$it ſhould bez bur I am ſure my greateſt grief is,. 
{that I can love him no better, and in this caſe God , 
will accept the will for the deed. 

Secondly, 1 know my love 1s ſincere by  this,bes: 
|cauſe Tleye the Children of God, for air is, pa 
g. I- Every one that loveth him that degot, lover b bing 

alſo that is begoteru of him : and by this J —_ a 


] 
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= Tlovethe children of Sod. becauſe I love God; 

| that this Is another evidence that 7 am paſſed fi 
death to life,even becauje Tleve the brethren, x Joh, 

14. - ; 

Thirdly, I can zppeal to the Lord, whe is 1 

ſearcher of heasrs, chat che breathings of my ſoul a 

| chiefly afcer holineſs,thac I'might be more like v 

- tothe Lord Jeſus, my defire is to ſerve God in 

| things, and to Fave a rcal and hearty reſpeR un 

+ all Gods commandments, and I defire if ir "a 


 poſbblezthar 1 mighc never fin more, bur rather chi 
— I'mighrt behave my (elt in all holy converſation, 4 
- one that hath indeed & in rruth experienced hoy 
| good and gracious the Lord is : I bleſs God I ca 
truly ſay.that my hotreſt cc: flifs are againſt thok; - 
fins which arc obvious or ly co the eye of God, eve 
* my (inful thoughes, though they come got into ail 
” on; O inany a lad heart have I had when I han 


* Coniidered the vilenels of my thoughts, & yet hav 
been uublam-able in my converſation, and this if 
- ſtill my daily ſorrow, and therefore I truſt they: 
| ſhall never be my ruipe, but that the Lord vil ſhort 
ly rejeyce the {ul © fhis poor ſervant, it: giving my; 
the viRory over cheſe and all my orher inbred cor| 
 ruptions, which-have ſo ofren made a ſeparation; 
 berween my dear Lord and my pocr ſoul. | 
_ F..urthly, I find 4 great change in my heart, #! 
" tonchingrhe Word of God, for where hererofore| 
| Jike a wre:ch as | was, ! cfteemed a playbook betat' 
+I, now, bleſſcd be thc Lord, Fprize it before all 
- ether,and good reaſon have I for ir, for by it het 
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d; 1 aujckved me, and therefore az Jong aF 
fr 1 Tl vive up my ſelfto walk ——— the - 
1b} rule of ir, beging the ſpirit of God to open the my=; 
> ftery of it to me, that ſo T mighrnotonly have the: 
Letcer, bur rhe verv mind of Chriſt. RE 

IS Fifthly, 1 ſee yorhing in my ſelt that makes me 
| more worthy of ſalvation than another, I know that. 
04 7 have deſerved tolye it flames, as wellas any that. 
un are now in the place of torment, and tharnothing- 
Ne but mercy hath ſtept berween my ſoul & everlaſt- 
tha jog burnings, and therefore T heartily wiſh, cha&E. 
, | mightalways beadmiring of this free grace of God: 
Non in chuſing me before the foundarion of the world: 
ca was laid, ſo unworthy a creature 25 I am, to ſet his: 
10h, love upon me, and let go ſo many thauſands, that: 
= were more capable to bring Glory to his naine than 
an Fam : O the height, and depth, and breadth, and 
in tength of this love of God in Chriſt Jeſus, which 


* 


avq hath abounded ro me a poor & unworthy creature? 
51 it is indeed ſuch love as pafſecth knowledge, avi: 
"ey therefore I can never {ufficiently admireat, whilſt Þ: 
Yb am here in the body, which makes me Iyng to be” 
me; diffolyed,chac ſo I might know. it more cleyrly,and 
Ot4 be ſwallowed up in che eternal admiration of it, A- 
{*)'} - Men, | X 


And theſe are my principles which 1 aft 1 ſhalt ful 
Ire! faſt even to my death. \4 
|; 


"_ 1, Zbelieve thatche Scriptuyes contalge@in the 
<< .Old and new Teſtament are the word of Ged writ: 
he? *<D by the Prophers and holy men,as they were in-: 
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:fpircd by God, to bee £4 of Faith and life- 
| his people : TI believe all char God. in his word wilt 
me to bclieve, being perſwaded by the Ipirit of Gy 
concerning che truth of it 3 I belicve that there 
one only crernal 'Goed,, who hath his Being if 
himſelf, ang hath given a Being to all his Creacures 
both in heaven and ezrth,and under the carth. ank 
from cternicy to eternity doth whacloever he will 
| I believe that this erernal God head 1s diſtinguiſh 
..cd into three Perſons, the Father begetring, the 
| ;Son begorten, & the holv Ghoſt proceeding fron 
| them borh,T believe $ God created man in his owt 
-: Image, 10 eighteouſneſs, and holineſs, giving hin 
| dominion over all the Creatures, and likewiſe gave 
| him liberty: ro continue in this happy cordition jt 
he would, but he having liberty to ſtand or to fall 
| in.his own hands,quickly loft char happineſs which 
| God had infiated him is, by yeilding ro the intice? 
-+ments of Sytap, ſo thar breaking the commands Y 
* God, he broughr a curſe upon himſclf, and all hiy 
poſterity, ſo that all mankind by nature are now in, 
*8mniſeradle conditicn, children of wrath, heirs of 
FI Cc. And I dohplieve, that God fram all eter; 
_Riity new what man would do when he had crea}: 
| ted tim, ſo-that Adam's fall did bur ufher in, as it 
{;we7e, a gretter. Weflcdneſs : for I do believe therg- 
*b2th beed2n ext! Covenant berween the Farhet. 
"2nd the a Ee cle&ing ſome ta life even beg. 
fore the foundation of the earth was laid * ſo 54 


ng ſooher had'man. fallen, bur God promiſed a $44. 
| vious, even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt who in his diving 
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et} nature is in all chings equal with God the Father 
Wilt and thar ſuch was his exceeding love and pity:ro- 
Ge poor loſt creatures that had broken his commands; 
C & laid rhemſclves liable to the C urſe, þ rather rþen 


rog they ſhould periſh, he hath laid afide the Robes of.” 
ref his glory,and took upon him the natwreof man, bat , 
anh withour fin ; and that he was concelved by the hos. 
Ill; 1Iy Ghoſt, born of a Virgin, and while he was ch 

iſh} earth was loaded with .reproaches and ſcorns, 2nd 

thi did art laſt ſuffer upon rhe croſs for the ſins of his E-. 
or le&, where he bore the weight of Gods wrath in his 

wil foul, by his heavineſs in his Agony, and ſatisfied $ 

un. Juſtice of God in his body,which was crucified tilf 

ave he dyed ; and I belicve that he was buried, & char. 
nit the third day he roſc again from the dead, having 
fal} conquered ſin, death, and hell, for believers, an# 
1c that he was ſeen of his Diſciples, and others, fcrr 

ce* dayes after his reſurreRion, and in their ſighr:&i® 
of aſcend jnto Heaven, wi”. the ſame body which was. 
his! crucified upon the crofs, where he is ſet-dawn ac: 
In. the right hand of che Majeſty on high; and is be- 
of comea glorious Mediator between Gog;avd many; 
et; being anoinred of God to be an ererval Ttve, Prieſt; 
e#f & Prophet to the Sainrs, whoſe peace he hath purs. 
It} chaſed by the blood of his Croſs z & 1 believe: y.at: 
264 -the laft and greac day, the Lord Jeſus, when alihis 
et} EleR are garhered in, will rend the'tticavens & coine 
20. down to judge the world in righreoutnteſs, when alh 
Wt Nations ſhal} be gathered before him;eyen thei 
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contempt : and | believe tharthoſe which are ali 


_ + 
* 
* 
hb: -* 
8 
i 


& the coming of the Lord, ſhall be caughr up iny 
| the Clouds rogether with thoſe that were aſkepi 
| Jelus, ro meer the Lord in the Air, where the 
| ſhall fir with Chriſt upon Thrones to-judge a!l thi 
| hypocrires, and unbelievers, ro erernal damnatiog; 
| both of ſou! and body in Hel, where the wornd} 
| dyerh not, and the fire never ſhal be our ; ard th! 
| wicked being gone into everiaſiing puniſhmenr, tþ 
| believe that the righteous ſhal.enter into life erer(3 
| nal, where they ſhal for ever be ſinging of praiſesÞc 
| and Hallelc jahs ro him who loved them,and waſhedjr 
| them from their fins in hts own blood. 
' Theſe are my principles,and I truſt the Lord willfic 
\fo fix me 1n them, rhar I may never. be toſſed toay 
' fro with any contrary winds of Doarine, as ro 
many in theſe latter days are; nay | am ever at this 
-time-pcrſwaded hy the Lord,thart I'ſhal nor be ih 


"eway by the exrors of the wicked. becauſe the Lordj 

hath not only rightly informed my judgement con«ja 
'cernivg thefe things, bur hach alſo given me good;a 
*hope,through grace,that he is my Father, the Lord!v 
Jeſns having dyed for:my fits, ard riſen agaip forj 
my juſtification; and rhis isthar which brings convip 
{orr ro my ſoul, 'and makes me torejoyce, thought 
{nor ſecing, yer beheving, even with joy unſpeakeble; 
| and full of glory ; fo I doubr not bur the Lord Jeſusj 1! 
imy dear Redeemer,will fo fupport me by his grace} 1 
ighar whatſoever my condition hath been or ſhal be}e 
IRere in this little momenr of time, yer thac | ſhall 
[nor fail of ſalvation. through Chrifi 10 heaven forfh: 


| 
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er, for inhim only is my hope, and I will makes 2 
Lencion of his righteouſneſs, and othis only, whe 
4 che Lord my righteouſneſs; and therefore ro him 


the all che glory given now-and for evermere, Amen, = 
thy This confcfſion of my Faith and my Experiences |, 
tioras written in a time of ſweet peace : my reaſons 


Shy 1 wrir chem were theſe, 1, Becauſe former 
hen T had enjoyed the ſweet preſence of God,and - 

decn for the time filled with rejoycing, yet when 
erfod had withdrawn the Jight of his countenance 
ſesfrom me,1 preſently fell roqueſtioning alithedeal- 
tedjngs of God with me, and fo difſhonoured God by 
my unbeiief, ſo thar no's being under the ſenſe of + 
viljove, and being defirous for the time to come to 
lorifie God more in rhe great work of believing, I -: 
rite down my Experiences, hoping they may be 
hisfweer ſupports ro me In atime of darkneſs. 
ip a- My deſire ro treaſure up, the Experienees . 


rdjwhich I have had of Gods gooduecis to me, was } 
n+janother reaſon why 1 write them, knowing how : 
dd,apt I am to let ſlip our of my remembrance: thar 

rd{which is good. | : 
X 3- I have been often called upon to fee that my 


Piprinciples be right, and ro make ſure my evidences 
hitor heaven ; and therefore that I my reftifie my 
it; obedience to God and his Word, and that I might 
${ increaſe my joy in the Lord, by believing more firms. 
ly whar the Lord had done for my ſoul, F ſet abour. 
e} the work of heart-ſearching,ro ſee what T could find 
g1993e,that brought me within the compals of ever- _ 
q4lalltng bleſſedneſy;and fome things I a | 
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F be the Lofd, which Ithought was worthy 
: recorded, which was his own work in me an; 
me, and therefare | wric them down,*and he; 
defire that G-O D. may have the Glory of his 
grace; for 1 know that he only hath wrough 
my works 10 me, for of my ſelf I am nor ab. 
think a good thoughr, ſpeak a good word, or 
good ation. AndT cruſt thac the Lord will per 
thar which concerns me, 2nd not forſake che w 
of his own hands, that ſo | may be tothe prai 
the glory of his grace all the days o. my. 
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